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From the desk of Mrs Meyer... 

 

My family will tell you that I am not good with computers! I can use them, but some things are 

completely beyond my understanding! I always said that computers were not in my “Need to know” 
basket. And, sadly, I have always been reluctant to master the ski lls required. 

Can you relate to me? It might not be computers; it might be something completely different.  

And what is the driving force behind this form of reluctance? 

For me it has been fear of failure. I saw this quote as I was working: 

“Be brave enough to be bad at something new.” 

This time in lockdown has been very good for me. It has forced me to upskill in this area. (My family will 

be very impressed!) I have approached teaching online with greater effort and have had some small 
successes. And with each success, my confidence grew. 

I think this is common with adults and children. It is so important for us all to have some successes 

which serve to increase confidence to persevere. Success breeds success! 

Never be afraid to try something new because life can get boring when you stay within the limits of 
what you already know. 

I hope you have some good things come out during this lockdown period too. I would love to hear your 
stories. 



 

Mrs Ella Meyer 

 

Primary Mutterings 

 

During lockdown the Year 3 and 4 students have been diligently working through their Learning from 

Home packs, virtually meeting each other via Teams and watching lessons on Class Dojo. Well done 

parents, for assisting your child/ren with learning the content provided. While most students have been 
learning remotely, we have had a few students learning at school as their parents are Essential Workers.  

Some of the many lessons that we have covered in English include developing Narrative Writing and 

Poetry skills, improving handwriting, focusing on becoming more fluent readers, reading Roald Dahl's 
The BFG and completing comprehension questions. 



The Mathematics lessons have been supported with access to mathsonline, which deliver mini video 

lessons followed by questions to consolidate learning. It has been rewarding to see the students achieve 

some fantastic results when marking returned work and having mathsonline results emailed to me.  

The students have still been able to enjoy Visual Arts at home with all instructions and materials 
required, provided in their Learning from Home packs. 

Science has turned out to be a fun success . The students are enjoying learning how to code computer 

programs using CodeSpark. CodeSpark uses an intuitive, word free interface and teaches the students to 

learn from their mistakes and persevere with their work. Perseverance and resilience are extremely 
useful life skills. 

I have included some of the students' work for you to enjoy.  

Limerick, Bill 

There was a boy, Bill, 

Who took a new pill, 

He got a little staggered, 

He went to his dad haggard, 

Bill felt really ill. 

Written by Ryan McKeahnie 

Heart 

Oh heart! 

You give me love and joy, 

A tingle in my body, 

A bowl of sweet lollies, 

My heart sings love, 

It is beautiful, 

I couldn't live without you 

Written by Amelia Griffin 

THE RESCUE  

It was a cool summer morning by the sea and Jim, a 16-year-old boy, was spending his summer vacation 

with his grandfather. In the clear blue sky, the big white seagulls and the pelicans were preparing 
to feast on fresh fish. The sea was calm, so Jim and his grandfather went to take a bath.  

The boy was playing with a ball in the water with his grandfather, but they stopped when they 

saw a helicopter flying very low and making them suspicious.  



Suddenly, they saw two people jumping out of the helicopter, which began to fall quickly and hit the 

water with great force, causing an explosion. The fuel spilled into the water and caught fire; the 

air filled with smoke.  

In no time at all, the lifeguards took their speedboats and reached 

the place to rescue those persons. Fortunately, the helicopter crashed to a safe distance from the pilot 

and passenger, who incredibly did not get injured. The firefighters arrived about ten 

minutes later and put out the fire.   

As soon as Jim returned to his grandfather's house, he called his parents to tell them about what 
happened. 

Written by Alessandro Gioacchini  

 

https://sway.office.com/xknQgIHj5qakBWh1#content=nXy8alQWGc3yiV 

1 - The Triantiwontigongolope Poem by CJ Dennis 

Emily has earnt herself a block of chocolate by being the first to learn this poem, ready for an Assembly item. Great work Em ily! 

https://sway.office.com/xknQgIHj5qakBWh1#content=nXy8alQWGc3yiV


 

2 - Metal lic Insect by Ben 

 

3 - Metal lic Insect by Nash 

 

4 - Codespark 



My Pet Ducks  

Our class 5/6 have been taking care of the school ducks. Each day we feed them their special grain, clean 

out their water, clean out their nesting area, and add new hay if needed. We also check for eggs the 

ducks have been laying around.   

We have been putting the eggs in the staffroom fridge.   

Recently I took some eggs home and put them in the incubator so they stayed 

warm and could hatch. Twenty-eight days later one egg hatched and one day later another egg hatched, 
it was a very long process  

First the shell began to crack, then we saw a little beak and once the shell cracked open a wet little 

duckling fell out!  

After their feathers were dry, we put them in a box with a heat lamp and we called 
them Delard and Alfonzo.  

They are very loud in the morning and at night! They squeak like a little baby’s toy. But they are 
adorable and so soft.  

The teachers were very happy for me to take home some extra duck eggs.  

They kindly allowed me to have twelve duck eggs. They are in the incubator too. We will see if more 

ducklings arrive in the next few weeks!  

By Ethan George  



 

 



 

 



 

 



High School News 

 

Recently, SMCS has been hosting a Masters Of Teaching student from Western Sydney University. Miss 

Ellie Stewart started her journey here with us earlier in the year for two short weeks, and after 

successfully integrating with our school culture, it was arranged that she would be back for her final 
practical experience before she graduates.  

Having come from a regional school herself, Ellie was eager to reconnect with the sense of community a 

small school brings. She explains, “I have found that many Sydney schools are very impersonal and 

detached from their students’ lives.”  

“What I found most appealing on my first day at SMCS was the opportunity to give thanks and pray for 

all of our students. All of the staff are invested in seeing each and every individual thrive- the five minute 
drive to school is just a bonus!” She adds. 

Ellie studied to be an English and Drama teacher, so she could put her previous degree to good use; “I 

did a Bachelor of Performance in Sydney as soon as I finished high school. I was always into the creative 
subjects.” 



Ellie explains: “I picked up drama at school on a whim, I wasn’t even sure what it entailed! But once I 

started performing, my self-confidence grew significantly and I found a great passion for everything 

involving the dramatic arts.”   

When asking her what her plan is next, she said “it’s impossible to tell right now.” 

“I do have a lot of connections in Cooma, it might be possible for me to stay. You might see me around 
town for a little longer yet!”  

 

 

We have really enjoyed Miss Stewart's time with us here at SMCS and wish her all the very best in her 
future endeavours! 

 

Mrs Elyse O'Connor 

 



 



 



School Notices 

 

SMCS Straw Artwork Competition 

We want to say a big thank you to all the students who participated in the straw artwork competition. It 

was so much fun! It was wonderful to see all the amazing entries – so much effort and creativity! Well 

done, students! To be honest, the entries were so good that it was hard for Mrs Ella Meyer and Miss 

Alana Stibbard to choose the winners for each class! (We had to involve other staff in the judging 

process!) Because there were no entries from the 5/6 class, and the K/1/2 class submitted the most 
artworks, we decided to allocate two winners to the K/1/2 class! 

 

Well done to Joshua Groves, Molly Taylor, Matthew Groves, Maddie McKeahnie and Grace Priedigkeit 

for winning 1st place! 

 

Thank you, Amelia Griffin, Sarah Claypole, Blake Davis, Rachael Davis, Michelle McPhie and Victoria 
Groves, for your amazing artworks and participation! 

 

Mrs Ella Meyer 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 

The NAPLAN report on your child/ren's performance in the National Assessment Program - Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests, held in May this year have been delivered to our school this week.  

The due date for handing out results is 8th October (Friday, Week 1 - Term 4). We thought it best to 

hand these results out in the first week of next term, either to the students when they return to 

school or with the Learning Packs (if we are still in Lockdown). If parents/caregivers are unable to pick 
up Learning Packs in the first week of next term, we will post the letter of results to you.  



"The NSW Education Standards Authority administers NAPLAN for the Australian Curriculum, Assessment 
and Reporting Authority (ACARA) in NSW. 

NAPLAN assesses aspects of literacy including reading, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and writing, 

as well as numeracy. 

NAPLAN tests are designed to provide you, your child, and their teachers with information about how 
your child's learning is progressing, and if they need support to improve their literacy and numeracy skills. 

NAPLAN results provide information to teachers and parents on what students know and can do. 

NAPLAN is a point in time diagnostic test. Teachers are best placed to provide insight into students' 

progress" (Paul Martin Chief Executive Officer NSW Government Education Standards Authority). 

Kind regards 

Emily Shumack (SMCS NAPLAN Coordinator) 

 



 

 

 



 

If you have any questions, concerns or wish to communicate to your child's class teacher/s, please feel 

free to contact them via the school office, Class Dojo (for Primary) or email them directly.  

Our teachers are happy to answer any questions or concerns that you might have! 

dani.wadland@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

liz.england@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

amanda.forster@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

janita.pristavu@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

emily.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

elyse.oconnor@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

andrew.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

jared.male@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

ruth.salzke@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

mailto:dani.wadland@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:liz.england@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:amanda.forster@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:janita.pristavu@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:emily.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:elyse.oconnor@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:andrew.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:jared.male@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:ruth.salzke@smcs.nsw.edu.au


Community Notices 



 



 



 



 



Calendar of upcoming Events 

 

Please note that the current calendar may change as lockdown advice continues to be given. Thank 

you for your understanding. 



>>> September 

 

2021 SMCS solar generation 

SMCS has almost 120 solar panels and 30kW system which are installed on top of the MPH roof.  

 

Return and Earn 

Following on from the new Return and Earn bins that SMCS received in Term 2 from Snowy Monaro 
Regional Council, SMCS has Returned 228 bottles so far! 

Don't forget, you can place your empty recyclable bottles in this bin at SMCS to help reduce litter and 

help SMCS fundraising. 



 

2021 Term Dates 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1: Wednesday 27 January – Thursday 1 April  

Term 2: Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3: Monday 19 July – Friday 17 September  

Term 4: Tuesday 5 October – Wednesday 8 December  

 

2022 Term Dates 

Term 1: Monday 31 January 2022 - Friday 08 April 2022 

Term 2 : Tuesday 26 April 2022 - Friday 1 July 2022 

Term 3 : Monday 25 July 2022 - Friday 23 September 2022 

Term 4 :Monday 10 October 2022 - Wednesday 7th December 2022 

Board of Directors 

John Vanderhout (Chair Person) 

Judy Taylor (Secretary) 

Robert Wiles 

Farhad Khan 

Malcolm Anderson 

Neil Poucher 

Contact Us 

Snowy Mountains Christian School 



Cnr Baroona Ave & Boona St 

Cooma, NSW 2630 

02 6452 4333 

office@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

Visit us on the web at www.smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

 

https://www.smcs.nsw.edu.au/

