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From the desk of Mrs Meyer... 

 

Things change. All the time. And sometimes it is hard to keep up with the changes occurring in our world. 

Over the past year, the internet has brought us together to learn and share more than ever. So, we need 

to make sure it's as safe as possible for the kids in our care. There are lots of great ways children can use 

connected devices to learn and play, but there are also risks.  

Last week, our High School students participated in a workshop on safe internet use, which was 

prepared by the eSafety Commissioner. The website for the eSafety Commissioner has a good deal of 
advice for parents as well. It is worth looking at, as it gives helpful tips.  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us 

 

Proverbs 27:12 reminds us: 

‘The prudent see danger and take refuge, 

 but the simple keep going and pay the penalty.’ 

 

This is an important area that parents, and the school can work on together, to assist our students to be 

informed and safe. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us


I hope you all have a wonderful week. 

 

Ella Meyer 

 

Getting to know the staff at SMCS..... 

Getting to know…. Mrs Dani Wadland 

 

What is your role at SMCS? 

I wear many hats at SMCS. But chiefly, I am the Primary Coordinator, Sports Coordinator and K/1/2 

teacher. I also love to encourage our students in drama through organizing the annual SMCS Public 
Speaking Competition and directing the school musical with Mrs O’Connor. 

 

How long have you been part of SMCS? 

My husband and I moved to Cooma in 2004. We were only going to stay for about five years but we 

loved it so much we have been here seventeen years and have since had a family. I ’ve been working at 

SMCS for sixteen years now. Both my children go to SMCS. They say it takes a village to raise a child, well 
we have been bless this way by the SMCS and Cooma Baptist Church communities that we love so much. 

 

What are you passionate about? 

I’m passionate about Christian Education and providing opportunities for children to experience new 
challenges despite living in a small country town. 



I believe Christian education provides my children, and children in general, with the best opportunity to  

understand God’s world and their place and purpose in it. At SMCS God is acknowledged, and His 

intentions and His word, the Bible are discussed and incorporated into all the learning that happens.  

Some of the opportunities that I have been a part of providing for SMCS students include – the Zone 

Sports events, school ski program, academic International Competitions, Secondary and Primary Camps, 

Duke of Edinburgh Scheme, two day hiking events, school musical, public speaking, Student Service 

Council, just to name a few. These are all opportunities for our students to experience something out of 
the ordinary, opportunities which provide challenge and to grow leadership skills.  

 

What do you do for fun? 

I love being outdoors! I love to go to the beach with my family. I’m learning to surf! I also love to ski as 
it’s a great sport to be out in God’s creation. I also love to hike through our local mountain ranges.  

At home I love flowers and entertaining people in our home. Spending time with people revitalizes me  

 



 

 



 

Primary Mutterings 

 

K/1/2 is a class full of wonderful students, eager to learn and experience new things. We enjoy having a 

variety of teachers through the week including Mrs Shumack for Science and HSIE, Mr Shumack for 

Gross Motor skills, Mrs Salzke for Indonesian and Mrs England on Fridays and for Library and Music. But 

most of the time we have Mrs Wadland as our teacher and Mrs Chesham as our helper.  



 

 



 

 



 

We have been learning about sentences. We have learnt that a sentence is a complete thought, has a 

subject and a verb and is written using punctuation. We have been writing sentences in response to 

stories by Pamela Allen, in particular "Fancy That', "Grandpa and Thomas" and the "Green Umbrella".  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

We also presented our first class item for the Primary Assembly. We presented a dance to Colin 

Buchanan's song "10, 9, 8, God is Great", the poem 'Now We Are Six' by A. A Milne and our sentence 
writing. 

Being in K/1/2 is lots and lots of fun! 

 



 

High School News 

 

The Year 7/8 students started Science this year with an introduction to Bunsen Burners. Students 

worked in groups to determine the hottest part of the Bunsen burner flame. Students tested the Bunsen 

burners by suspending a test tube with 20ml of water in it at different heights in the flame and 

measuring how long it takes for the water to boil.  



Well done to the Year 7’s especially, who worked very responsibly and completed the experiment to a 
high standard. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

This week the Year 9/10 P.A.S.S. elective class had their first training day at the Cooma Anytime Fitness 
Gym.  

Students began this term, by completing several challenges to evaluate their own fitness levels in the 

arenas of muscular strength, muscular endurance, cardiovascular exercise and flexibility. Using their 

results, students have been creating their own fitness goals. Throughout the remainder of this term, the 
P.A.S.S. class will be going to the Gym each week, to work to achieve their fitness goals.   



 

 



 

 

 



Sport Spot 

 

On Monday 8th of February, we had wonderful weather to enjoy our annual SMCS Swimming Carnival.  

We started the day with the 100m Freestyle event, followed by the 25m races. The students eagerly 

took part in these shorter races, in particular our 8 and 9 year olds; who are new to racing down the 

length of the pool. In these events we had three records broken. Levi Wadland broke both the 11 year 

boys 25m Freestyle and 25m Butterfly records, while Cooper van der Plaat and Grace Wadland jointly 
broke the 14 year girls 25m Butterfly record. 

Following the 25m heats were the 50m events. In these events, the older students were a stand out with 

two records broken. Levi Wadland broke the 11 year boys 50m Freestyle record while Grace Wadland 

broke the 14 year girls 50m Butterfly. 

In the meantime, our youngest students enjoyed water play and activities in the small pool carnival, 

organized and run by Mrs Forster, with a great team of parents who volunteered to supervise or get into 
the water with the students. There was a lot of splashing, fun and smiling faces. 

We concluded the day with three relay races. The 4 x 25m Freestyle relay and we introduced the 4 x 

25m Medley relay, in which the Gould team set a new record for both mixed Primary and Secondary 

teams. 

Finally, the long-awaited adults vs students relays were on. This hotly contested event again, lived up to 

its name with a fierce rivalry between the adults and older secondary students. The adults brought out 



their secret weapon – a two-man team of Mr Andrew Shumack and Mr Anthony van der Plaat, which 

they called the "Double A team". The secondary students had the best of the day ’s swimmers, from 

across the two house teams in their lineup. 

Mrs England started the race, and the "Double A team" flew off the blocks, wi th a massive dive that 

resulted in the swimmer popping his head up halfway down the pool; but as they took their first breath, 

the first swimmer in the student team was in line with them. On the return lap it was still stroke for 

stroke. The by-standers were cheering,  but I’m unsure who they were cheering for! As the second part 

of the dynamic duo entered the pool to swim 50m, the student team sent in their third swimmer. Just as 

the adult team was starting to lose their stride, they found new vitality as the final student swimmer 

entered the pool. It was a photo finish, but all agreed (except for the senior student team!) that our 
dynamic duo – the "Double A team" had won by a breath! What an exciting race to end the day.  

Thank you to our parents, who helped to keep time for the day. We really appreciate that you were 
willing to give up your day to help out. 

Congratulations to all of our students, but in particular, Gould, who won the coveted Swimming House 
Shield this year. 

 

Dani Wadland 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



School News 

 

 

1 - Introducing our Student Service Council for 2021! 

Please note that, even though SMCS is not a 'nut free' school, there are some students with nut and 

seed allergies.  

Therefore we ask for your mindfulness when preparing snacks and lunches.  



 

Cooma School Lunches - through Subway - is available for you to place your order before 9.30am on 
Mondays and Thursdays for a yummy and healthy lunch order!  

 

Our friends from Cooma Lunches are going bigger and better! They will now offer a greater menu, 

incorporating a wider variety of choices. There are also several Gluten Free options available too! You 

can order the original wraps and salads we had last year as well as warm food. Lunches are delivered to 
the School for your convenience. 

Please support this venture because it raises money for our school.  

 

Just follow the link below and place your order by 9.30am on Mondays or Thursdays!  

https://www.coomaschoollunches.com.au/ 

School Notices 

 

https://www.coomaschoollunches.com.au/


 

 

After an enjoyable time in 2020, SMCS will again be participating in Clean Up Australia Day on Friday 5th 
March, 2021. 

Our aim is to look after God’s creation and help the community, so we are planning to clean up 

designated areas of our school and community. The Primary students will stay on site and Secondary 
students will venture further around the local area to ‘step up to clean up’. 

Date: Friday, 5th March 

Time: 1:50 – 3:00pm 

Location: SMCS and local area 

What to bring: Gardening gloves, old tongs (for collecting rubbish) and a hat.  

Further details have been sent home in a letter with students. 



 



Community Notices 



 



 

Congratulations to our past Student, Gracie Anderson, for her well deserved Australia Day Award for 
young sports person of the year. 

Here is a picture of her at the Governor General's reception for Snowy Monaro Council Australia Day 

award recipients in Cooma. 

We wish to also congratulate all of the other, well deserving recipients! 

 

We are excited to welcome Mrs Lucy Fisher back! 

Mrs Fisher comes to Snowy Mountains Christian School on Thursdays and privately tutors in Vocal and 

Performance. 

If this is something that you and your child might be interested in, please contact Lucy on 0418 669 446.  



 



 



 



Calendar of upcoming Events 

 

>>> February 2021 

 



>>> March 2021 

 

>>> April 2021 

 



2021 SMCS solar generation 

 

SMCS has almost 120 solar panels and 30kW system which are installed on top of the MPH roof.  

We thought that we would share the generation with you each month.  

2021 Term Dates 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1: Wednesday 27 January – Thursday 1 April  

Term 2: Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3: Monday 19 July – Friday 17 September  

Term 4: Tuesday 5 October – Wednesday 8 December  

Board of Directors 

John Vanderhout (Chair Person) 

Judy Taylor (Secretary) 

Robert Wiles 

Lance Lawton 

Farhad Khan 

Malcolm Anderson 

Neil Poucher 



Contact Us 

Snowy Mountains Christian School 

Cnr Baroona Ave & Boona St 

Cooma, NSW 2630 

02 6452 4333 

office@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

Visit us on the web at www.smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

 

https://www.smcs.nsw.edu.au/

