Newsletter 2021
Week 6

Term 1

From the desk of Mrs Meyer...

This week, I was saddened to hear on the news:
‘According to The Japan Times, Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga added a minister of loneliness to his
Cabinet earlier this month, following the example of the UK, which in 2018 became the first country to
create a similar role.’
This came about after the country's suicide rate increased for the first time in 11 years during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The minister, Tetsushi Sakamoto was appointed to address national matters
"including the issue of the increasing women's suicide rate under the pandemic," according to CNN*
“I hope to carry out activities to prevent social loneliness and isolation and to protect ties between
people," Mr. Sakamoto added.
It made me think again, that we in Australia, have been spared so much through this pandemic. And I
thank God.
We need each other. That is how God made us. As our country gradually lightens the restrictions on us,
we will need to be intentional about connecting, and in some cases re -connecting, with each other in
the school community.

Mrs Ella Meyer

*https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/japan-pm-appoints-loneliness-minister-to-cabinet-2376947

Getting to know the staff at SMCS.....
Getting to know…. Mrs Lucy Gotts
I work as the Bursar here at SMCS and enjoy helping out where I can. I started in November 2013 so this
is my 8th year! I'm passionate about people realising who they are in Christ, realising what their skills
are and what they love to do and then helping them to do that as part of the team or community.
I recently got married so I love spending time with my husband Tim! I also like fixing things, making
things, gardening, music and Korean TV shows!

Primary Mutterings

On Thursday the 18th of February, the Year 3 to 6 students joined Mrs Shumack, and Mrs Forster, with
the help of Mrs McKeahnie, Mrs Groves and Mr George on an excursion to Magic Mountain based
in Merimbula.
As we left Cooma the weather was looking grey and slightly wet, however by the time
we arrrived in Merimbula the sun was out to play.
After we had applied sunscreen and enjoyed some morning tea the students had the chance to enjoy
the amusement park, keeping each other company and pushing each other beyond their comfort zone.
It was fantastic having the help of the parents as this helped us all remain safe and enjoy the rides to the
full. For safety reasons many students were too short to drive the Go- Karts, so the teachers and parents
had to assist with the driving.
Some of the older students in Year 5 and 6 joined Mr George and Mrs Shumack on the tree climb that is
situated within Magic Mountain. This definitely challenged some students.

As part of the English curriculum in Year 3 and 4 we have been learning about Informative texts. The
students have written informative reports on their Magic Mountain excursion and I have included some
of these in the newsletter. I hope you enjoy reading them.

Mrs Forster

Magic Mountain Excursion Years 3-6
At Snowy Mountains Christian School, we love having opportunities to build community. Each year we
seek to encourage our students to build positive relationships with their peers and within our school and
wider community. We chose to begin our year for our upper primary students in Years 3-6 to go on an
excursion to Magic Mountain, Merimbula.
On Thursday 18th February we headed off early on our trip, and the excitement was noisy! We were
joined on our trip by two parents and our school chaplain. They were able to experience the ambiance
of a school bus trip in which the students maintained to same level of enthusiasm for the journey both
ways.
Although we had a small cause for concern for bus sickness and handed out several sick bags in
preparation for Brown Mountain, none were needed! Our bus driver Michael said 'We don't do bus
sickness!" and he was right. It was a very smooth and well driven trip. A huge thanks to the skilled
driving of our bus driver Michael!
We drove through some drizzle and a small shower of rain. We arrived on time to a day clearing, the sun
shining and the perfect temperature for adventure activities.

With wrist bands and adventure buddies sorted, students headed off in different directions. The Maze
was a good starting point to face the first challenge. The platform was only needed once to give
directions to a couple of students who lost their bearings for a moment.
The most popular rides were the Toboggan Run, Grand Prix Cars, Tube Rider, and Black Hole and Doom
Tube and the Tree Climb Challenge.
It was great to observe over the day the interactions between students. Our older students helped the
younger students, driving the Grand Prix Cars when height restrictions which meant the only way they
could do this activity was with an older, taller peer.
The conversations and laughter as students shared their experiences, encouraged each other to try a
new activity and the smiles on their faces was wonderful to see. The teachers, parents and chaplain had
great fun too, joining in and cheering the students on in their adventures.
Year 5 and 6 students were given the option of doing the Tree Climb Challenge. There were three
courses to choose from and over two hours the six students who chose to do it had an amazing time. It
is a fantastic set up of three levels providing students with opportunities to test their limits and face
fears of heights and flying at speed over the Magic Mountain park.
Students (a teacher and a parent!) learn't how to handle carabiners, scale high wires, rope bridges,
wooden obstacles, and several flying foxes. Students that did the Tree Climb Challenge said it was the
highlight of the day for them. If we do this again next year, I have heard many students say they want to
have a go at doing the Tree Climb Challenge, or to do it again!
Most students finished their last rides on the Toboggan Run, and Grand Prix Cars with friendly Magic
Mountain staff helping us to finish up to catch the bus home on time.
It was a wonderful day for all involved, and some students said it was the best excursion ever! Fun,
friendship, facing challenges, new experiences and building community in a positive and active way
made this day a fantastic success.
Mrs Emily Shumack
Teacher

Some excerpts from Year 5/6 recounts about Magic Mountain,
Merimbula.
Magic Mountain
On Thursday 18 February, Years 3-6 went to Magic Mountain. We had two parents, Mr. George and
Sarah and the school chaplain, Nancy. We all took a bus, when we were driving on Brown Mountain
most of us saw a crashed blue van down the valley.

Grand Prix Cars
The first thing we did was the Grand Prix Cars. Originally, Imogen, Matthew M and I were going to race
each other by ourselves. Then Ben, Joshua and Matthew G were not tall enough to drive. Nancy asked
us if we could drive them? We said yes. Matthew M was on 1.5 meters which was the limit. Matthew M
and Matthew G launched first. Imogen and Joshua second, and me and Ben launched last. On the first
lap I turned too sharp, and I crashed. The second lap I overtook Imogen and Joshua. I was going to
overtake the Matthews, but they kept on swerving. On the third lap Matthew M was still swerving, but
as he swerved to the left, I accelerated. I overtook. In the end I won.
Taboggan Run
The second thing we did was the Taboggans. I enjoyed it. It takes 1 minute to go down, and 4 minutes to
go up. I was one of the first and last people to go on the taboggans. The first time I almost ran up the
back of a parent with a baby in it!
By Philip Leye-Erinle

Magic Mountain
My Daddy came to Magic Mountain with Ryan’s mum Sarah.
There were lots of rides! I liked the toboggans and water slides and a tree climb. It was a fun excursion.
By Ethan George

Magic Mountain
It all started at Magic Mountain at ten thirty when we went to the Grand Prix Race Track.
I measured myself but had to be a passenger, which was annoying, but then the Tree Climb started. The
Tree Climb is three different Tree Climbs. Yellow, Blue and Red. Yellow is the easiest, Blue was a bit
harder but not super hard, and Red was the hardest.
Next, I went on the water slides which were short but fun! The toboggans they were like mini cars. I
was stopped by Lincoln, then the man in charge of the toboggans. We were going too fast and Lincoln
kept waiting for me to go fast together. We had to choose another ride.
By Henry Allenspach

Magic Mountain
On Thursday 18th February Years 3-6 went to Magic Mountain Merimbula.

We went on the Tree Climb. Me and Henry went on the Grand Prix cars too.
By Lincoln Barber

Magic Mountain
We were on the bus on the 18th of February. I had an enjoyable time talking to my friends and once we
were off the bus we had to put on sunscreen on. I went on the tree climb Aventor. We got to go on a
big flying fox and a six-meter fall. It was so much better than a sleep over at school!
By Levi Wadland

Magic Mountain
On Thursday 18th of February Years Three to Six from SMCS (Snowy Mountains Christian School) went
for a day to Magic Mountain. We left at 8am in a bus to Magic Mountain. Light rain fell
over Brown Mountain. Our bus driver Michael did the best job ever. On arrival we got our temperature
checked and we got a red wrist band.
By Matthew Crane

Magic Mountain
Years 3 to 6 went to Magic Mountain. I drove the cars . Me and mason went on the Toboggan and The
Tube Rider as well. Some people did tree climbing. On the bus trip there and back the Year 5 and 6 boys
would slap our legs and count down until the minute changed on the large bus digital clock.
By Thomas Bagnara

Magic Mountain Merimbula
Yesterday Years 3 to 6 went to Magic Mountain. It was so much fun! Charlie and I got to school just
before Mrs Shumack and Mrs Forster, but not before Mrs Meyer.
My brother and I went through a maze made from cargo doors. First, I went out of the entry then gone
back in it, then came out the exit. Charlie and I went on the crazy car and played mini golf.
Next Me and Charlie did a very fun ride called Tube Rider. I even went backwards on it!
By Robert Thompson

Magic Mountain Fun

On Thursday the 18th of February Years 3 to 6 went on an excursion to Magic Mountain Merimbula in
lieu of our annual school sleepover.
At Magic Mountain we rode a lot of the rides and some of the year 5/6 kids even had a go at swinging
through the trees on the Tree Climb.
The Go-Karts were a big hit with all the kids and even the teachers. Me and a few other kids like Phillip
and Matthew M were spending parts of the day driving the younger kids around the Grand Prix track,
so they could have some fun too.
After lunch most kids hit the waterslides for a bit of a cool off and a swim. A lot of the kids were excited
for the Black Hole and even some of the Year 3 kids had a crack at it.
I really enjoyed Magic Mountain. One of my favorite attractions was the Black Hole. I really enjoyed how
you go underground, and you can't see. I hope we can go again and have just as much fun.
By Imogen Walker

High School News

I am really enjoying being more involved in the High School this year and getting to know the students
on a deeper level. Some of these students I taught in Kindergarten, so it is a great chance to witness
their development.
In Christian Perspectives we are taking a deeper look into who Jesus is. We are delving into various
passages of scripture to see where He came from and how and why He treated people the way He did.
We are also looking at how Jesus’ life applies to us today.
I also have the privilege of teaching PDHPE in the High School. This term in PD we are looking at
respectful relationships. The Yr 7/8 class went “Speed Dating”. This was a good chance to find out a little
more about each other and the challenge was when we came to a person with whom we do not
normally associate. The students had to think of questions to ask which would allow them to find out
something interesting. It was a fun and thought-provoking exercise.
This Friday sees approx. 20 students representing SMCS in the annual Interschool’s Netball Gala Day.
Unfortunately, not everyone could make the teams, but those who have been selected will, I am sure,
do the school proud. Hopefully, results and pictures soon!
Please continue to pray for all our amazingly precious secondary students.
Liz England

Year 9/10 Sailing Camp
On the 25th of February, the Year 9/10’s made a 2 hour drive down to Twofold Bay in Eden, for a sailing
camp. When there, we were greeted by Captain Ted of the Twofold Bay Yacht Club, the sailing instructor
who taught us the basics of sailing and important survival skills when capsized.
After morning tea, we were ready to hit the water for our first session in sailing. Students were then
allocated 1- and 2-man boats. Once some of us got the hang of it, we sailed further out into Twofold bay,
where we were greeted by a rolling 10-foot swell. For some this caused problems such as capsizing,
some more than others. A certain pair capsized a whopping 10 times in the span of 2 minutes, managing
to avoid sharks that were then confirmed to be in the bay. For others, the experience was thrilling, and
excitement was felt for the rest of the day. We could not wait to get back out on the water again.
After a very late lunch, we ventured out to the bay to use the paddle board provided by the Twofold Bay
Yacht Club and practiced our diving skills from off the wharf. That night we enjoyed a fresh fish dinner
with chips on the side. We then set out for an evening walk along the Eden wharf and along the way met
some interesting locals. We then hit the swags to get some rest and restart for the day ahead.
We awoke the next day to the howling winds of Eden. A strong wind warning meant that we were
unable to go out on the big yachts. Instead, we settled on paddle board races and small boats in the
shelter of the breakwater. Great fun was had by all while we honed our sailing skills. We then packed up
after lunch and set out course for home.
We would like to thank Ted, John, and Robin of the Twofold Bay Yacht cl ub for being so hospitable and
sharing their wisdom and rescuing many students from being shark bait. Special thanks to Mrs. Groves,

Mr. Aitkenhead and Mr. Fairbairn. We would also like to recognize the teachers for organizing such a
great camp, thank you Mr. Shumack and Mrs. O’Connor.

Mia Poucher & Phoebe Gilpin

Sport Spot

Zone Swimming Carnival
On Monday and Tuesday of Week 5, we sent an enthusiastic team to Nowra for the annual Zone
Swimming Carnival. As has become our custom, families got together the night before for dinner, to
catch up and to allow the students to fuel up for the next day.
On Monday it was hot and muggy – perfect for diving into a pool! Our champions Ben Kamenyitzky, his
first time representing SMCS, and Josh Mills swam in the 50m Free and Back. Josh was the only 9 year
old boy to take part in the Junior 100m Freestyle event.
Blake Davis and Ryan McKeahnie represented our 10 year olds proudly. Taking part in the 50m Free,
Back and Breaststroke events. Blake also swam the 100m Free.
Levi Wadland and Lincoln Barber represented our 11 year olds. This was Lincoln's first Zone meet for
SMCS. He swam in the 50m Free, Back and Breaststrokes, getting used to the 50m pool and new
surrounds.
Levi did exceptionally well as he participated in all events from the 200m Individual Medley, 100m Free
and all 50m events. He come first in 50m Back and Breast, second in 50m Free and Fly, and third in
100m Free. This made him the overall 11 Year old Zone Age Champion for the South Coast. He has the
opportunity to go on to the State Carnival.

The following day was cool, but our Secondary team were ready to get into the pool with an early warm
up from 7:45am. As races commenced Jack Roberson swam the 15 year boys 50m Freestyle and
Breaststroke events. Phoebe Gilpin represented the older girls swimming in the 50m Free, Back and
Breast events – even earning a second place in 50m Back and a third place in 50m Breaststroke. Way to
go Phoebe!
Grace Wadland and Cooper van der Plaat represented Junior Secondary in extremely competitive age
group. In an outstanding effort, Cooper even took part in the 200m Free, holding her own and coming
fourth place. Amazing effort! Congratulations also to Grace who earned a second place in the 50m
Backstroke in a likewise, very competitive race.
Well done to all our students who took part in swimming for our school over these two events. You
made our school a standout!
Dani Wadland
Sport Coordinator

School News

Please note that, even though SMCS is not a 'nut free' school, there are some students with nut and
seed allergies.
Therefore we ask for your mindfulness when preparing snacks and lunches.

Cooma School Lunches - through Subway - is available for you to place your order before 9.30am on
Mondays and Thursdays for a yummy and healthy lunch order!

Our friends from Cooma Lunches are going bigger and better! They will now offer a greater menu,
incorporating a wider variety of choices. There are also several Gluten Free options available too! You
can order the original wraps and salads we had last year as well as warm food. Lunches are delivered to
the School for your convenience.
Please support this venture because it raises money for our school.

Just follow the link below and place your order by 9.30am on Mondays or Thursdays!
https://www.coomaschoollunches.com.au/

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a point in time assessment of
literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life.
Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual NAPLAN tests in writing, reading, conventions of
language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.
Our school will be participating in NAPLAN Online between 11 and 21 May 2021.
In preparation for NAPLAN Online, our school will also be participating in practice tests between 22
March and 1 April. The practice test is a trial-run and key preparation activity for NAPLAN Online in May.
It is not an assessment of student ability and the tests will not be marked.
Excessive preparation for NAPLAN Online is not recommended. Students can use the public
demonstration site (https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site) to
familiarise themselves with the types of questions and tools available in the NAPLAN Online tests.

If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please contact your child’s teacher.

School Notices

After an enjoyable time in 2020, SMCS will again be participating in Clean Up Australia Day after lunch
on Friday 5th March, 2021.
Our aim is to look after God’s creation and help the community, so we are planning to clean up
designated areas of our school and community. The Primary students will stay on site and Secondary
students will venture further around the local area to ‘step up to clean up’.
Date: Friday, 5th March
Time: 1:50 – 3:00pm
Location: SMCS and local area
What to bring: Gardening gloves, old tongs (for collecting rubbish) and a hat.
Further details have been sent home in a letter with students.

If you have any questions, concerns or wish to communicate to your child's class teacher/s, please feel
free to contact them via the school office, Class Dojo (for Primary) or email them directly. Our teachers
are happy to answer any questions or concerns that you might have!
dani.wadland@smcs.nsw.edu.au
liz.england@smcs.nsw.edu.au
amanda.forster@smcs.nsw.edu.au
janita.pristavu@smcs.nsw.edu.au
emily.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au
elyse.oconnor@smcs.nsw.edu.au
andrew.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au
jared.male@smcs.nsw.edu.au
ruth.salzke@smcs.nsw.edu.au

Community Notices

We are excited to welcome Mrs Lucy Fisher back!
Mrs Fisher comes to Snowy Mountains Christian School on Thursdays and privately tutors in Vocal and
Performance.
If this is something that you and your child might be interested in, please contact Lucy on 0418 669 446.

Calendar of upcoming Events

>>> March 2021

>>> April 2021

2021 SMCS solar generation

SMCS has almost 120 solar panels and 30kW system which are installed on top of the MPH roof.
We thought that we would share the generation with you each month.

2021 Term Dates
2021 Term Dates
Term 1: Wednesday 27 January – Thursday 1 April
Term 2: Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June
Term 3: Monday 19 July – Friday 17 September
Term 4: Tuesday 5 October – Wednesday 8 December
Board of Directors
John Vanderhout (Chair Person)
Judy Taylor (Secretary)
Robert Wiles
Lance Lawton
Farhad Khan
Malcolm Anderson
Neil Poucher

Contact Us
Snowy Mountains Christian School
Cnr Baroona Ave & Boona St
Cooma, NSW 2630
02 6452 4333

office@smcs.nsw.edu.au

Visit us on the web at www.smcs.nsw.edu.au

