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From the desk of Mrs Meyer... 

 

I hope you have all had a restful break over Easter and the School Holidays. I spent the two weeks at 

home and did very little schoolwork. I enjoyed reading and having time with my grandchildren.  

I read about a father who was wanting to help his young child, who was attempting something which he 

knew the boy could not achieve. The boy desperately wanted to be independently strong and wise, but 

he wasn’t. He wanted to believe that he knew more than he did and had more ability than he had and so 
he fought against his father’s help. 

The father wanted to help, and then he realised that his boy needed to experience his weakness so that 

he could run back to his father’s care. So he walked away; not because he was upset at him or a way to 

punish him. He walked away because he loved him, and it was the best way to get him to seek and 

esteem that love. He knew what would happen. He knew the boy at some point would give up, admit his 

weakness to himself, and seek his father’s help. 

Half an hour later the boy went to his father and said, “I need your help.” 

This reminded me that we were not created for independent living. We were created to depend on God. 

But, if you are like me, we always try to do things in our own strength. We do not want to ask for help. 

Only when we have tried everything and had no success, do we turn to our loving Father, who waits 

patiently for our response to our need for His love, grace, and strength. His is a response of tender 
parental grace; the kind of grace you and I will need until grace has finished its work. 

I hope you have a great week. 



 

Ella Meyer 

Getting to know the staff at SMCS..... 

Mrs Emily Shumack 

What is your role in the school? 

I am a classroom teacher. I am having a year teaching in different parts of the school in 2021. I am re ally 

enjoying getting to know students across the grades from Kindergarten to Year 10. It is wonderful to 

observe the positive and encouraging student culture and friendly interactions between students of all 
ages. 

How long have you been a part of SMCS? 

This is my third year teaching at SMCS. It is also my third year in Private School Education. Prior to this I 

have taught in Public Schools in the ACT and across the Monaro. 

What are you passionate about? 

I am passionate about helping students to build positive relationships with their peers and within their 

community, as well as develop a positive outlook on themselves and this amazing world in which we 
live.  All this can only be done with God's guidance, wisdom and love! 

One of my most favourite Bible verses is The Message version from Romans 5:1-2: 

We throw open our doors to God and discover at the same moment that he has already thrown open his 

door to us. We find ourselves standing where we always hoped we might stand—out in the wide open 
spaces of God’s grace and glory, standing tall and shouting our praise. 

What do you do for fun? 

This year I hope to have a more healthy work-life balance...more often than not!   

I love bush walking, playing tennis, horse riding, writing, reading, singing and dancing in my kitchen and 
spending time with family and friends. 



 



Primary Mutterings 

 

It’s an exciting Term 2 that we have planned in Primary. This term we are excited to welcome back 

parents and friends to our Primary Assemblies on Tuesdays from 2:30pm in our Sanctuary. Parents and 

friends can enter from the Baroona St doors and use the QR Code to check in. Please put your child’s 
assembly date in your diary or on your calendar. 

Term 2 Assembly Dates 

Years K/1/2 – 4 May, Week 3  

Years 3/4 – 1 June, Week 7 

Years 5/6 – 15 June, Week 9 

  

Watch out for your child’s class article in the Newsletter as well. This is a way to find out about the great 

work that is happening in your child’s class. 

Term 2 Newsletter Article 

Year K/1/2  - Week 3 

Year 3/4 - Week 5 

Year 5/6 – Week 7 



Primary Indonesian Classes – Week 9 

  

We also start practicing for our school musical – A Not So Terrible Parable which will be performed at 

the end of Term 3. All primary students will be involved in presenting a class song and dance item and 

some students, in the older grades, may even have a bigger part to play. Don ’t be surprised if you catch 
your child humming some of these new tunes. 

  

We have NAPLAN coming up in Weeks 4 and 5 for students in Year 3 and 5. This year the tests are 

completed online. Please ensure that your child attends school on these days as a priority. If  your child is 

sick, then a catch-up time will be arranged. 

  

This year SMCS will be taking part in the ANZAC Day March on Sunday 25 April. If you are able, it would 

be great to have a big turn out of SMCS students at this event. Students should wear their winter 

uniform and meet Mrs Shumack at the shearing sculpture in Centennial Park on the corner of Bombala 
and Sharp streets at 10am. Please refer to the separate note for further details.  

Looking forward to more community engagement this term as COVID restrictions ease.  

In Christ’s service 

Dani Wadland 

Primary Coordinator 



High School News 

 

Year 7/8 History  

In Year 7/8 History we have been learning about Medieval times from the perspective of Vikings and 
Shoguns. 

 



 

 

We explored the size of a Viking longship when we went out onto the cricket pitch with chairs and sat 

using the approximate dimensions for a long boat. We were amazed to learn of the design and skill 

Vikings used to create and move their ships. The ships used for their 'attacks' were able to move 
forwards and backwards with ease and could fit up to 24 or more passengers.  

Facts about Viking Ships taken from https://primaryfacts.com/2944/viking-longships-facts-and-
information/ 

• The Vikings were seafaring warriors from Scandinavia. They explored and settled in areas of 

Europe, North America and even Asia, by means of their longships.  

https://primaryfacts.com/2944/viking-longships-facts-and-information/
https://primaryfacts.com/2944/viking-longships-facts-and-information/


• The first longships (or longboats) were built as far back as the stone age, although most were 

built between the 9th and 13th centuries. The methods of construction are still used all over the 

world today. 

• In 1997, archaeologists discovered a Viking longship buried in the mud near Copenhagen, 
Denmark. At 36 metres long, it is the longest one ever found.  

• Several working replicas of Viking longships have been made since the first ship was found. One 

of the most famous replica ships was made in 1893 in Norway and sailed across the Atlantic 

Ocean. 

 

 

http://primaryfacts.com/3358/atlantic-ocean-facts/
http://primaryfacts.com/3358/atlantic-ocean-facts/


 

It has been interesting to explore primary and secondary sources of the Viking and Shogun eras. These 

sources are important to understand as they helps us to identify what is historically accurate and what is 

an interpretation of the history of that time. 

• What is a primary source? 

Something that has been created or written during the time period being investigated eg diaries, letters, 
photographs, pottery, coins. 

• What is a secondary source? 

Accounts about the past that were created after the time being investigated, eg textbooks, histories 
written after the events being described. 

(Taken from https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/learning-areas/hsie/history-

k-10/glossary) 

Question: 

• Would the Viking Longboat found by archaeologists in 1997 in Denmark be a primary or a 
secondary source? 

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/learning-areas/hsie/history-k-10/glossary
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/learning-areas/hsie/history-k-10/glossary


Answer: 

• A primary source (It is something that has been created from the time period being investigated). 

Yours in History and truth seeking 

Mrs Shumack and Year 7/8 History 2021 

Sport Spot 

 



SMCS Cross Country 

 

Friday 23 April 2021 

Week 1 Term 2 

Events are as follows: 

Secondary Events start at 9:30am for all students at North Ridge Oval  

12/13yrs secondary students will run 3 km 

14 to 17yrs girls will run 4km 

14 to 15yrs boys will run 4km 

16yrs boys will run 6km 

Primary Events will commence at 11:45am at school on the front oval with the 11 to 13yrs Primary 
students running 3km 

8 to 10yrs students will run 2km starting at 12:00pm (at school)  

5 to 7yrs students will run 1km starting at 12:15pm (at school)  

 

Parents and friends are warmly welcome. Come and be a part of the day! 



From the Student Service Council 

 

SSC Fun Friday Activities 

The SSC Fun Friday Activities went off with a bang and footwear of colourful socks!  

The afternoon began with students from each year group show casing their socks. It was a hard job to 
judge the best socks for our school Chaplain Nancy, Mr Male and Mrs Salzke.  

Our wonderful SSC members planned, organised and ran three activities for the afternoon. It has been 

our first SSC fun day in almost one year. So everyone was keen for action and fun!  

Grace and Cooper ran the treasure hunt and craft activities for K/1/2 students and older students keen 

for a quieter paced afternoon. A lot of fun, team work and helping out occurred as students created 
sock themed activities including 'Fox in socks'. 

Reuben, Mia, Joseph and Jack ran the Nerf Gun War in the MPH. There were teams of four students and 

an amazing course and forts set up to run, shelter or hide behind. This activity was embraced by 
students from Years 5-10. 

Phoebe and Tom ran the sock wrestling competition in the High School Common room. Some strategy 

and strength were needed for this. Speed and the technique to grab the sock and hold on seemed a 

popular move. They quickly learnt to team people up against those who were similar in age and size.  



Thank you to our SSC members for running such a fun and successful End of Term activity. Thank you 
also to all our teachers for supporting our students in this fun afternoon. 

The funds raised from the gold coin donations will be split between the Term 1 focusing of supporting 

Vision Christian Media, Australia and also to contribute to starting up our Hot Chocolate Friday 
resources for Term 2 fundraising. 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus and give thanks for our wonderful SMCS community.  

 

Kind regards 

Emily Shumack 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

The last day of term was exciting for most of the school, and the  SSC hoped that school would have fun 

with the activates that had been organized and everyone would enjoy it. They were tons of people that 

shared the same enthusiasm as myself and I was hoping to meet those expectations, and for those of 

you who were there, I hope that we met those expectations. Overall, the students 

were excited, and everyone helped to contribute to the fun that we had. There was a lot of things to 

take away from this fun day, so that we can learn to improve of them in the future.  The gift of education 

and learning was given to us so that we could grow, let us use it to its fullest extent.  

Tom Walker 



It was a fun afternoon for everyone. Joseph, Jack, Mia and I did a great job on the setup of the war 

judging by the feedback from everyone and I don't think a single person didn't have a good time or felt 

included. I would definitely recommend this again for maybe term 3 or 4 again 

Reuben Khan 

School News 

 

Cooma School Lunches - through Subway - is available for you to place your order before 9.30am on 
Mondays and Thursdays for a yummy and healthy lunch order!  

 

Our friends from Cooma Lunches are going bigger and better! They will now offer a greater menu, 

incorporating a wider variety of choices. There are also several Gluten Free options available too! You 

can order the original wraps and salads we had last year as well as warm food. Lunches are delivered to 
the School for your convenience. 

Please support this venture because it raises money for our school.  

 

Just follow the link below and place your order by 9.30am on Mondays or Thursdays!  

https://www.coomaschoollunches.com.au/ 

https://www.coomaschoollunches.com.au/


 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a point in time assessment of 

literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life. 

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual  NAPLAN tests in writing, reading, conventions of 
language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. 

Our school will be participating in NAPLAN Online between 11 and 21 May 2021.  

In preparation for NAPLAN Online, our school will also be participating in practice tests between 22 

March and 1 April. The practice test is a trial-run and key preparation activity for NAPLAN Online in May. 
It is not an assessment of student ability and the tests will not be marked.  

 Excessive preparation for NAPLAN Online is not recommended. Students can use the public 

demonstration site (https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site) to 

familiarise themselves with the types of questions and tools available in the NAPLAN Online tests.  

  

If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please contact your child ’s teacher. 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


School Notices 

 

SMCS NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that a General Meeting of Snowy Mountains Christian School Limited will be held 
at Snowy Mountains Christian School, Corner Baroona Avenue and Boona Street, Cooma North.  

Date: Sunday, 16th May 2021  

Time: Commencing at 11:50am. 

We would love to see all members of the Company present and anyone else interested is most welcome. 

Lucy Gotts 

Company Secretary 

If you would like to find out more about becoming a member of SMCS Limited, please contact  a SMCS 

Ltd Board Member. 



 

 

If you have any questions, concerns or wish to communicate to your child's class teacher/s, please feel 

free to contact them via the school office, Class Dojo (for Primary) or email them directly. Our teachers 

are happy to answer any questions or concerns that you might have! 

dani.wadland@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

liz.england@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

amanda.forster@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

mailto:dani.wadland@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:liz.england@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:amanda.forster@smcs.nsw.edu.au


janita.pristavu@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

emily.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

elyse.oconnor@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

andrew.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

jared.male@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

ruth.salzke@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

mailto:janita.pristavu@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:emily.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:elyse.oconnor@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:andrew.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:jared.male@smcs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:ruth.salzke@smcs.nsw.edu.au


Community Notices 



 



 

 



 



Calendar of upcoming Events 

 

Date for your diary... May 1st 2021  

SMCS Working Bee 

 



>>> April 2021 

 

>>> May 2021 

 



>>> June 2021 

 

2021 SMCS solar generation 

 

SMCS has almost 120 solar panels and 30kW system which are installed on top of the MPH roof.  

2021 Term Dates 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1: Wednesday 27 January – Thursday 1 April  

Term 2: Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3: Monday 19 July – Friday 17 September  

Term 4: Tuesday 5 October – Wednesday 8 December  



Board of Directors 

John Vanderhout (Chair Person) 

Judy Taylor (Secretary) 

Robert Wiles 

Lance Lawton 

Farhad Khan 

Malcolm Anderson 

Neil Poucher 

Contact Us 

Snowy Mountains Christian School 

Cnr Baroona Ave & Boona St 

Cooma, NSW 2630 

02 6452 4333 

office@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

Visit us on the web at www.smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

 

https://www.smcs.nsw.edu.au/

