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From the desk of Mrs Meyer... 

 

‘There are so many unknowns!’ 

I heard a person saying this last week to describe the anxiety they were feeling. Now it is a rare situation 

in which the whole world feels anxiety at the same time, but now is one of those times. COVID-19 has 

left many on edge, with a collective fear of the unknown. 

There are many unknowns about when you will be able to go back to work and provide for your families. 

There are unknowns regarding when the children will get to go back to school. There are unknowns 

about being able to pay bills or when life will go back to normal again. There is so much uncertainty, so 

much fear of the unknown. 

But in all this, I am reminded that whilst I do not know what will happen, God does. It is not unknown to 

Him. He has the “unknown” in his hands so I can trust that he will bring a solution, a future that is good. 

God did not and does not want his people to feel fear or worry. He says “do not fear” or “do not worry” 

hundreds of times throughout Scripture. 

‘Casting all your cares on him, because he cares for you’. – 1 Peter 5:7 

‘Do not worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is commendable- if there is any moral excellence and if there is anything praiseworthy- 



dwell on the things. Do what you have learned and received and heard from me, and seen in  me, and 
the God of peace will be with you.’ – Philippians 4:6-9 

My prayer is that you will also lean into God, giving Him your fears and trust the God who will never 

change or let us down; the God who knows what is unknown to us.  

 

Mrs Ella Meyer 

 



 

Getting to know the staff at SMCS..... 

 

Miss Alana Stibbard 

  

What is your role in the school? 

I love my varied roles in the school. This year, I am privileged to work as a teacher’s aide in the 3-4 and 

5-6 classrooms. I have also started work as an office assistant, and I annoy everyone when I come 

around with the camera as ‘the everyday school photographer!’ It’s amazing how God works, and He has 

been very good to me – my roles at school are the very things I enjoy doing. 

  

How long have you been a part of SMCS? 

I have been at SMCS since 2017. Initially, I tried voluntary work as a teacher’s aide in the lower primary 
years. I loved it, and it lead to employment in 2018 and study opportunities.  

  

What are you passionate about? 



I am passionate about the students and community at SMCS! I absolutely love working and spending 

time with children, and I love those light-bulb moments in the classroom. I love to exercise (bike riding, 

running and walking), and I LOVE the colour pink :). I relish administrative and organisational tasks, I love 
being on the go, and I thrill to a clean and tidy house! 

  

What do you do for fun? 

I enjoy baking and experimenting with new recipes, chilling with my siblings, spending time with my 

family, gardening (flowers), grocery and online shopping, and spending time in God ’s beautiful creation 

– especially in the early mornings and warmer weather. I enjoy the occasional puzzle, a good book, 
decorating and gift wrapping. I also enjoy a good and successful prank on one of my brothers! 

 



Primary Mutterings 

 

Hello everyone  

Here in Primary School we have been working very hard. No pandemic is going to hold us back. Students 

have been working from home, doing their best and working quite well. We have had a few s tudents 

who have needed to come to school because their parents are essential workers, and they are working 
really well.   

Each teacher has worked really hard getting quality work ready for you and making it easy for you to be 

able to pick it up and return your completed work ready to be marked.   

A tip for focusing on your work at home, is to wear your uniform during the time you are working, and 
then getting changed once your work is done! 

Don’t forget you can email the teachers if you get stuck or need some help.   

Stay strong and safe and keep up the good work.   

 

Ms Liz England 



 

It’s only nine-thirty in the morning and discussions about aurora borealis’ and the Earth’s magnetic field 

are taking place. Within the next two minutes we ’re singing a song called “I want my mummy” and you 

know there’s only one place where this makes sense…. 

Mikayla, fondly known as Miss Douglass amongst the students, is endeavouring to complete her final 

practical experience with kindergarten and year 1 & 2 before moving onto a full-time teaching career 

next year. Like many others before her, she was drawn to the creative and colourful teaching and 

learning that takes place inside a primary classroom. However, this prac has been far from normal.   

As we have all been experiencing the past couple of months, lockdowns have caused major 

interruptions to the lives of students, teachers and student-teachers alike! She admits “this is not what I 
thought my last prac would be, but I’ve taken it in my stride to teach online.”  

Mikayla is no stranger to online learning; she has been on the receiving end of digitalised lessons at 

Central Queensland University. Except, Mikayla admits she ’s not used to seeing herself on camera- “you 

don’t realise what your mannerisms are until you watch it back! I say ‘that’s good isn’t it?’ a lot and I just 
end up laughing at myself!” 

Plus, when you’re the one delivering these lessons, it becomes a different ballgame: “it’s been a strange 

concept to teach in class and online at the same time, you know, trying to keep them engaged. It feels 
like a juggling act!” 

Never-the-less, Mikayla has seen the positive side to this situation. She recounts that she ’s been able to 

interact with parents more: talking over the phone, on zoom, inside the “class dojo”. It’s a part of 

teaching that traditional prac. settings lack. 

Mikayla is grateful for her time at SMCS, saying “has been really blessed” being able to work alongside 

Mrs Dani Wadland. “It’s been a really inspirational experience, because she’s so…. I’ve just learnt so 
much from her.”  

Well Miss Douglass, that’s good, isn’t it?  

 

 

Ms Ellie Stewart 



High School English and Drama Prac. Teacher 

High School News 

 

In Science, the Stage 5 students have been investigating the effects of climate change on the Great 

Barrier Reef. Students researched the four spheres and how they interact to create ecological problems 

such as ocean acidification and coral bleaching. Using their knowledge, students created informative 
pamphlets to raise awareness of these issues.  



 

 

 



 

The Stage 4 Science students have been learning about the states of matter and how they relate to 

chemical changes. Even though we are in lockdown, the Stage 4 students have been conducting small 

experiments at home to practice writing experimental reports. This week they will be dissolving the 

shells of chicken eggs by exposing them to vinegar.  

 

Mr Jared Male 

 



Sport Spot 

 

Snowsports cancelled 

Unfortunately, due to state-wide COVID restrictions, Perisher has cancelled the remainder of our 

snowsports program. Mrs Gotts, our bursar, is working diligently on the process of refunding the 
residual costs back to families. Families concerned will be notified via email. 

 

Just in case you missed these messages from our previous newsletter… 

Zone Athletics Carnival 

With the new COVID restrictions in mind, our South Coast Zone Coordinator has booked Beaton Park, 

Wollongong for 

Primary Zone on 18 October 

Secondary Zone on 19 October. 

Naturally whether or not these carnivals go ahead depends on the lifting of restrictions.  

Like wise the State Athletics Carnivals have been set for: 

Primary State Athletics – 28 October 



Secondary State Athletics – 3 November. 

 

 

Exercise in lockdown 

The Australian guidelines recommend that children between the ages of 5 and 17 years old should get at 

least an hour’s worth of accumulated “moderate to vigorous physical activity per day involving mainly 

aerobic activities.” They also recommend that we should break up long periods of sitting and keep 
sedentary screen time to no more than 2 hours. 

Despite our regular sports be on hold we can still enjoy physical activity. Here are seven ideas you and 
your family can do to stay fit and active while at home: 

Idea 1: PE online. There are a number of online PE lessons that you can access. One popular one is ‘PE 

with Joe’ found on Youtube. 

Idea 2: Family handball competition. Take a sports activity that the whole family can do such as hand 
ball, backyard cricket or soccer and turn it into a competition between the whole family.  

Idea 3: Keep sports equipment in view. By having sport equip ‘laying around’ it sparks the idea of doing 
something fun with it. 

Idea 4: Take scooters and bikes instead of walking. This creates variety and you can travel different 
places in your neighbourhood. 

Idea 5: Get into some yoga. Popular online sessions can be found on Youtube. One such one is called 

Cosmic Kids Yoga. The whole family can unwind with this one. 

Idea 6: Set a challenge. Turn activities into challenges and offering a reward. For example, how many 

times they scored a goal, how long they can keep hitting a ball up in the air without letting it drop on the 

ground, how many sit-up can they do in one minute. The reward can be a family dance party, or an extra 

special bedtime story. 

Idea 7: Set a daily exercise time. Try scheduling a set time to work out together. This way, your kids get 

used to the new routine, and know that they have a certain amount of time to play before you  come 
together. 

 

Mrs Dani Wadland 



 

School Notices 

 



 

 

 

Cooma Baptist Church opportunity – 

Fuel for Father’s Day 



Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) planes need fuel to do the incredible work they do, saving lives in 
remote places across the world. 

 

 

Communities need flights but can’t afford them. With the cost of fuel rising, there is a greater need than 

ever to raise funds. This Father’s Day there is an opportunity to purchase jerry cans of fuel on behalf of 
our father’s and in exchange MAF can continue to subsidise flights for those who need them most. 

When the equivalent of one 20L jerrycan (just $50) gets poured into our aircraft, we are fuelled for 20 

minutes of flying. For isolated communities, it replaces days of travel on foot. These short flights have 

saved many lives. 

With your gift of fuel for Father’s Day you can be a part of this life-saving ministry 

The need is great but the goal is to make it achievable by selling Jerrycans of fuel for only 20L at $50, 10L 

at $25 or a donation of $10. They make a great gift and each purchase comes with a card to say thank 
you for saving lives. 

 

If you wish to take part please complete a purchase form and return to the front office.  

Do not EFT the school as this is a Cooma Baptist Church initiative. 



 

 



 

If you have any questions, concerns or wish to communicate to your child's class teacher/s, please feel 

free to contact them via the school office, Class Dojo (for Primary) or email them directly.  

Our teachers are happy to answer any questions or concerns that you might have! 

dani.wadland@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

liz.england@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

amanda.forster@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

janita.pristavu@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

emily.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

elyse.oconnor@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

andrew.shumack@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

jared.male@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

ruth.salzke@smcs.nsw.edu.au 
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Community Notices 



 



 



 



Calendar of upcoming Events 

 

Please note that the current calendar may change as lockdown advice continues to be given. Thank 

you for your understanding. 



>>> September 

 

2021 SMCS solar generation 

SMCS has almost 120 solar panels and 30kW system which are installed on top of the MPH roof.  

 

2021 Term Dates 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1: Wednesday 27 January – Thursday 1 April  

Term 2: Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3: Monday 19 July – Friday 17 September  



Term 4: Tuesday 5 October – Wednesday 8 December  

 

2022 Term Dates 

Term 1: Monday 31 January 2022 - Friday 08 April 2022 

Term 2 : Tuesday 26 April 2022 - Friday 1 July 2022 

Term 3 : Monday 25 July 2022 - Friday 23 September 2022 

Term 4 :Monday 10 October 2022 - Wednesday 7th December 2022 

Board of Directors 

John Vanderhout (Chair Person) 

Judy Taylor (Secretary) 

Robert Wiles 

Farhad Khan 

Malcolm Anderson 

Neil Poucher 

Contact Us 

Snowy Mountains Christian School 

Cnr Baroona Ave & Boona St 

Cooma, NSW 2630 

02 6452 4333 

office@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

Visit us on the web at www.smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

https://www.smcs.nsw.edu.au/


 


